INTRODUCTION                           ix
the human intelligence. Plotting the curve of the future is quite another matter. It is certain, moreover, that neither any approximately accurate forecast of the future, however immediate, nor yet any satisfactory comprehension of the present, is possible without careful scrutiny of the past. Present, Past and Future are merely three moods of one and the same active Verb. Their reciprocal relations are organic. The observer who surveys the latest forty years of history from the quaking vantage point of his own moment of time inevitably discovers that, although what are called " events " seem to hang so neatly together that they might be strung, like beads, on chains of general laws, this impression is an illusion, and that no philosophy of history is possible. But he perceives, at the same time, that there is an art of history, and that this art consists in representing, in any given field, Actions in their right perspective. History treated as an art becomes less a record of the vicissitudes of artificially isolated States, less a eulogy of heroes, less a matter of edification, than a kind of telescopic penetration and foreshortening of the human nebulae, those agglomerations composed of bustling molecules, whose infinitely complex movements are determined by the size, the weight, and the individual drift of their myriad fellows.